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FORCE
Future Ocular Research Creativity Event

• Students from optical, optometry and ophthalmology universities and 

colleges are invited to join the programme.

• Students work on a contact lens and anterior eye related topic of their 

choice.

• University to select a student/team to represent and compete with other 

universities if more than one taking part to become the country 

representative(s)

• The representatives from each country will compete at the EMEA final held 

on 10th September 2022 in Budapest.

• The overall winner/team will be awarded the title of FORCE winner 2022



The project
What do the students need to do? 

• Choose a topic related to the subject of contact lenses and anterior eye. 

• Students can enter individually or in a pair

• Complete a 6-8 week research project

• The project summary presentation and application to practice shall be presented to a 

panel of judges who will assess according to the set criteria:

Evidence – background to justify the need for the study

Quality – methodology and data analysis

Challenge – innovation and perspiration to deliver the study

Clarity – interpretation, translation to inform practice and presentation



The project

Clinical Study

• Majority of students are expected to enter the FORCE through 
this category

• Careful thought and planning* should be given to the trial as it 
is difficult to change once committed

Case Report 

• Students working in a hospital background can submit a case 
report

• The case report should relate to a patient** of the student or 
supervisor

*1 page university guidance document and Webinar/ ppt with voiceover available. 

**Any patient details should remain confidential / anonymous. Patient's and hospitals consent is required



FORCE 2021/2022 in Iberia
Portugal and Spain together

• The competition is for all First degree students in Optometry in

Portuguese and Spanish universities, for last course students

(enrolled in May 2021 or October 2022)

• The project must be about Soft Contact Lenses

• The student must present a paper in English, Portuguese or Spanish.

• The winner of Iberia must present a research summary in English.

• CooperVision recommends the winner of Iberia to present a video of

10 minutes in English explaining the project.



Supervising the project
What is expected from the University?

• Supervise the progress and support the chosen project where 

possible

• The project, presentation and application shall be presented to you 

(and or a team of supervisors and tutors) and assessed according to 

the set criteria.

• You will be provided with assessment criteria which are based on: 

evidence, importance, quality and clarity 

• Time schedules and information for the students are set by each 

University/College and CooperVision in collaboration.



Assessment criteria

Concept and 
need for 

clinical trial

To the 
consulting 
room and 

patient

Explain 
study 

design, 
methodology 
and results 

Which need 
and 

explanation 
of conclusion



Iberia Final
What to expect

*Supervisor will be invited to join the EMEA final event 

• The supervisor of each University will choose the winner project that will 

represent its university in the Iberia final.

• Iberia winner will be chosen by the supervisors of the Iberia universities that 

have participated at the competition.

• Winners will be chosen according to the assessment criteria: 

Evidence, Importance, Quality and Clarity

• Iberia Winner* will join other country finalists at the EMEA Final in Budapest



FORCE
is an opportunity

• A place at the EMEA final (including travel and accommodation)

• Access to valuable contacts within the industry

• Inspiration, stimulation and expansion of professional knowledge base around and about 

contact lenses!

• Learning new skills like data gathering and presenting

• Potentially publish and present your work at a national or international conference

• Jumpstart your career!

• The title of CooperVision FORCE student of the year

• International optometry conference package (delegate pass, travel and accommodation) 

for EMEA final winner



FORCE 
is an opportunity



FORCE
final event highlights

• Visit the Centre of Innovation & 

Manufacturing tour, Budapest

• Network with peers from other 

optometry schools across EMEA and 

meet with well-known industry 

researchers and academics

• Supervisor to join the finalist to 

Budapest

• Award dinner



The winner from each university in Iberia will get a tablet

Or equivalent

SAMSUNG Galaxy Tab A7 8.7"



The Iberia FORCE Winner will get:

And…

2.000 €

*1 Winner=2,000€ or 2 winners=1,000€ each

Taxes not included



The Iberia FORCE Winner will get:

2.000 € * and…

*1 Winner=2,000€ or 2 winners=1,000€ each

Taxes not included

A trip to the EMEA FORCE Final in 

BUDAPEST in September 2022



International panel of judges

Chair of judges, 

Professor James 

Wolffsohn, Pro-vice 

Chancellor, UK

• The jury will be composed of a panel of international 

key opinion leaders led by Professor James Wolffsohn

looking for your X factor



• 2013: University of Valladolid

• 2014: University of Valladolid 

• 2015: University of Granada

• 2016: European University of Madrid

• 2017: University of Alicante

• 2018: University of Valladolid

• 2019: Complutense University

• 2020: Complutense University

• 2021: University of Valladolid

Iberia Leader board



EMEA Leader board

2013 Michelle snowball Glasgow caledonia UK

2014 Umberto Bassi Università degli studi di Milano-Bicocca Italy

2015 Fiona Buckmaster Glasgow caledonia UK

2016 Izabela Garaszczuk Wroclaw University of Technology Poland

2017 Sara Picarazzi Università degli studi di Milano-Bicocca Italy

2018 Laura Valencia and Pablo Arlanzón University of Valladolid Spain

2019 Juliette Papin Insitut Supérier d'Optique (ISO) France

2020 Marika Martena University of Salento Italy

2021 Ishvinder Bahra and Charis Hedges Aston University UK

2022 This could be you!



Get involved and sign up today!



Dates 2021-2022
November 2021 Start the competition

April 25th 2022 The students must submit their work to the FORCE coordinator at their 

respective universities

May 9th 2022 The coordinator must decide the winner of each university and report to 

CooperVision Iberia

May 16th 2022 The coordinator receive the projects for evaluation.

(Only the coordinators of universities which have presented projects will be 

involved in the evaluation process)

June 6th 2022 The coordinator must send his/her votes to CooperVision Iberia

(5 points the best, 3 points the second, 1 point the third)

June 10th 2022 The winner of the Iberian Peninsula will be announced by CooperVision

September 9th-10th 2022 EMEA Final in BUDAPEST

During 2022 Prize for the EMEA winner: International Optometry Conference 



More information: www.CooperVision-Force.com

For any questions please send an email: tecnico@coopervision.com

NATIONAL FINAL EMEA FINAL STUDENT OF THE YEAR

http://www.coopervision-force.com/
mailto:tecnico@coopervision.com

