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Overview of J. Willis’ TBL framework

From Willis, J. (1996). A Framework for Task-based Learning. Essex: Addison Wesley
Longman. (p. 155)
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Pre-task (including topic and task)
The teacher
* introduces and defines the topic
+ yses activities to help students recallflearn useful words and phrases
+ ensures students understand task instructions
« may play a recording of others doing the same or a similar task
The students

« note down useful words and phrases from the pre-task activities and/or the recording
= may spend a few minutes preparing for the task individually

Task cycle

| Task Planning Report

! The students The students The students
||+ do the task in pairs/small groups. It may be | * Prepare to report to the class how they did « present their spoken reports to the class, or
| basedona reading/listening text the task and what they discovered/decided circulate/display their written reports

= rehearse what they will say or draft a written

| The teacher version for the class to read Thgitnasher ) ) )
|« acts as monitor and encourages students * acts as chairperson, selecting who will speak
| The teacher next, or ensuring all students read most of
* gnsures the purpose of the report is clear the written reports
* acts as language adviser = may give brief feedback on content and form
= helps studants rehearse oral reports or + may play a recording of others doing the
organise written ones same or a similar task

Language focus

Analysis Practice
The students The teacher
+ do consciousness-raising activities to identify and process » conducts practice activities after analysis activities where
specific language features from the task text and/or necessary, to build confidence
transcript
. The sludent
= may ask about other features they have noticed i L
+ practise words, phrases and patterns from the
The teacher analysis activities

« reviews each analysis activity with the class | = practise other features occurring in the task
« brings other useful words, phrases and text or report stage

patterns to students’ attention = gnter useful language items in their
* may pick up on language items language notebooks
from the report stage

NB: Some time after this final phase, students may like to repeat the same or a similar task with a different partner.
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